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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Nome

Project Title: 

Nome - Public Safety Building Phase II

State Funding Requested: $ 2,200,000 House District: 39 - T
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Public Safety Building will support providing basic emergency services to the residents of Nome

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $7,600,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Local Funds $100,000 2007 $1,300,000 2009

Other $4,000,000 2009

Total $100,000 $5,300,000

Explanation of Other Funds:

Funding requested in the 2008 Supplemental

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The City of Nome requests capital funding for the construction of a new Public Safety building.  State assistance for this
project is warranted as the Public Safety Building will support providing basic emergency services to the residents of Nome
and Northwest Alaska and will replace old undersized and deficient facilities.

The City of Nome has identified the strong need to update its current Public Safety facilities to meet the city’s needs while
planning for the future.  This effort is to help insure continued quality of services in support of Nome and the region.  We are
working to develop a multi-agency multi-use facility that effectively serves the community and region.  The proposed project
will house municipal departments of police volunteer fire and ambulance an Emergency Operations Center and a training
center.
Presently the City provides training space for the Norton Sound Regional Health Corporation village health aides
HAZWOPER training and EMS providers; all of whom serve the Bering Strait region.  The City provides communication
services for the Alaska State Troopers and coordinates regional search and rescue operations.  In addition to typical
emergency response services the Nome Volunteer Ambulance Department provides service as the medevac transporter
between the regional hospital and area air service facilities.  Each of these additional emergency services constitutes a
viable service to the community and region.

The current Public Safety facilities in Nome lack security adequate space clean air and are dispersed in several locations. 
The existing Nome Fire Hall contains the police station communications and main fire station and offices.  Ambulance
facilities are in a separate building across the street.  The Police Department space is completely deficient in its ability to
provide proper interview space evidence collection and processing or prevent contact of victims with criminals.  None of
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these facilities are adequate to provide secure safe or functional emergency response required in this day and age.

The City has purchased land for the new building based upon the site recommendations in the program report.  We have
done geotechnical investigations and environmental permitting for the project.  The program report determined a new facility
sized to meet current and future needs requires 25000 sf of space for offices vehicle parking and associated support space. 
The Nome City Council in an effort to support its Police and the volunteers of the NVAD has decided to pursue construction
of Phase I – Police/Emergency Operations Center/Training/Ambulance Facility.  The Phase I facility would consist of an
8043 SF office with a 3330 SF vehicle storage building for an estimated construction cost of $6.2 million.  (Phase II consists
of a new 4 bay Fire Hall with appropriate storage for search & rescue equipment and specialized training facilities.) 

The City of Nome has completed the geotechnical report purchased the site environmental permitting feasibility study and
program report and initial site development.

The City of Nome requests $2200000 in funding be made available to allow Nome to construct a multi-agency multi-use
facility that effectively serves the community and region.  The Public Safety Building will aide Nome in its providing services
to the Nome Airport (a State Facility with a mutual aide agreement for law enforcement protection) to the Norton Sound
Hospital (medevac transports) to the Alaska State Troopers (communication dispatch services) to Norton Sound Health
Corporation (health aide training facility) and to the residents of the region during emergency response (emergency
operations center).

Project Timeline:
July 2008 through September 2009

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
City of Nome

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Denise Micheals
Address:  P.O. Box 281 Nome, Alaska 99762
Phone: (907)443-6600
Email:  mayor@ci.nome.ak.us

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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